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this period of the Reconquest. Alfonso had changed his^os.lem
father's policy by adding to his dominions what Ferdinand r^^ted
had been content to leave a vassal-state. His raids threatened under the
the same fate to Seville, though meanwhile his first design Almoravides
was the conquest of Saragossa, the most northerly of the
Moslem principalities. The king of Seville turned for help
to Africa, where the sect of the Almoravides were in the
ascendancy. • The head of the sect, Yusuf ibn Tashfin, Sultan
of Morocco, answered the appeal with a large army. He
was joined by the Moslem kings in the south, while Alfonso,
hastily abandoning the siege of Saragossa, united an army,
as representative of united Christendom as that which had
conquered Toledo, to meet the invader. Yusuf was victorious
in the battle of Zalaca near Badajoz in October 1086, but was
satisfied with his success and returned to Africa. He came
again in 1090, this time to make subject to himself the kings
of the taifas. Once more Moslem Spain was united under
a single ruler. The story of the Caliphate was not to be
repeated. The Christians were strong enough to retain what
they had won. But the Christian advance was checked.
The conquest of the whole of Spain by the king of Castile,
which had seemed an imminent possibility, was definitely
prevented by the appearance of the Almoravides.
The leading figures in this period of the Reconquest were The career
the kings of Castile—Ferdinand I and Alfonso VI. ButoftheCid
romance has selected as its hero a Castilian noble, Rodrigo
Diaz, better known as The Cid. He won great military dis-
tinction in the reign of Ferdinand I, but as he was afterwards
in the service of Sancho whom Alfonso displaced, he was
out of favour with the latter, and his independence of action
gave Alfonso the excuse to exile him. He took refuge with
the Moslem king of Saragossa, and fought with him against
the king of Lerida, though the king of Aragon and the count
of Barcelona were on the other side. His chivalrous treat-
ment of the count of Barcelona, whom he took prisoner, added
to his fame, which was not affected by the fact that he was
fighting on the side of Moslems and against Christians ;
indeed, this was not uncommon at the time. His final
exploit was the conquest of the kingdom of Valencia, which
he ruled till his death, though recognising himself as a vassal
of the king of Castile. Strategically it was an important

